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Stunt Person Worksheet 
 

The Scenario 

You’ve just graduated from stunt school and are starting your 
first year on the Hollywood blockbuster movie circuit as a stunt 
person. During training you’ve been warned that doing stunts 
is a risky career and that you should prepare for the possibility 
of regular, sometimes career ending accidents. You’re going to 
have to manage your level of risk and set yourself up to have 
other options at the end of your career. Being a stunt person is 
brutal on your body. For one movie, you may be required to 
shoot the same stunt dozens of times in a row, until you get 

“just the right shot” for the director. Needless to say, falling from a height, being lit on fire or 
fighting is not easy on the body and it takes a toll. Just like an elite athlete must not do too 
many events in one year, you must also restrict your workload to a safe amount. 

Question 1  (2 marks) 

Your risk of severe injury obeys the following equation: 

𝑅𝑅 = 𝑥𝑥1.6 

where 𝑥𝑥 is the number of movies you do in a year and 𝑅𝑅 is the risk of severe injury occurring 
that year as a percentage. You are satisfied with a 40% chance of a serious injury each year, 
given the nature of the job. How many jobs should you aim to do? 

Question 2  (2 marks) 

For your latest film, you’re the stunt double for one of the main villains. The scene involves 
racing through a warehouse on a motorbike while entirely on fire! Safety always comes first. 
The stunt organizer wants to set up crew along the route so that if you crash, someone with 
a fire extinguisher will reach you within 4 seconds and put the flames out. You will be riding 
down an 18 metre wide track, and will be riding wildly all over the entire area. The crew can 
sprint at an average of 8 m/s with the extinguisher (they’re only allowed to stand off on one 
side of the main track area). What is the minimum spacing between them so that they can 
reach you within 4 seconds? 

Question 3  (2 marks) 

For your next film, you’re responsible for auditioning body doubles for the main actor. There 
is a 3% chance that any person you audition will look close enough to the actor. How many 
do you need to audition before you can be 89% certain of getting a match? 
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